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FOREWOOD 


It  gives  me  pleasure  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  School  Health  Service  for  the  year  1957. 

Embodied  in  the  report  are  statistical  tables  and  observa- 
tions which  give  some  indication  of  the  valuable  work  of  the 
School  Health  Service,  but  at  the  outset  it  must  be  appreci- 
ated that  it  is  impossible  to  compile  a report  that  would  fully 
reflect  the  wide  range  or  enormous  volume  of  work. 


The  main  emphasis  in  the  School  Health  Service  is  on 
the  prevention  of  ill  health,  so  making  sure  that  each  child 
can  benefit  fully  from  the  educational  system  in  the  County. 
There  are  many  who  are  responsible  for  various  aspects  of 
the  child’s  life  and  development — the  parents  who  are 
principally  concerned,  the  teaching  staff,  canteen  staff, 
employers  in  some  instances,  General  Medical  Practitioners, 
hospital  services,  N.S.P.C  C.,  Children’s  Officer,  Probation 
Officer  and  many  others,  but  inevitably  and  inexorably  the 
School  Health  Service  has  a part  to  play. 

The  success  or  otherwise  of  the  School  Health  Service 
depends  basically  on  the  interpretation  of  its  functions.  'The 
Education  Act,  1944,  provides  wide  legislative  powers,  per- 
mitting the  Local  Education  Authority  to  establish  all  the 
services  that  a school  child  requires  and,  in  Denbighshire,  a 
generous  interpretation  is  proving  of  incalculable  benefit  to 
this  generation  of  school  children.  Yet  the  School  Health 
Service  would  not  be  a success  but  for  the  diligence,  enthusi- 
asm and  keenness  of  the  staff,  for  many  of  the  children,  in 
need  of  these  services,  are  dilatory  in  accepting  them  and  it 
is  necessary  to  spend  much  energy  in  convincing  parents  of 
the  importance  of  early  ascertainment  and  ensuring  that 
children  attend  and  receive  the  treatment  they  need. 
Unfortunately,  it  is,  as  a rule,  the  children  most  need’ng  help 
that  are  most  refractory  and  it  is  disheartening  to  staff  to  cope 
with  the  unco-operative  parents.  However  the  situation  is 
improving  as  it  becomes  generally  acknowledged  that  the 
School  Health  Service  is  unstinting  .in  its  efforts  to  ensure 
that  e terv  child  is  given  the  special  treatment  that  is  required. 
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This  change  is  evidenced  by  the  attendance  at  the  routine 
medical  inspection.  Firstly  the  number  of  parents  attending 
with  their  children,  especially  at  the  First  Periodic  Medical 
Inspection,  has  gradually  improved  throughout  the  past  few 
years.  Secondly  the  number  of  children  absenting  themselves 
from  school,  in  order  to  miss  the  medical  inspection,  has 
constantly  diminished  Furthermore  the  number  of  parents 
who  now  completely  refuse  to  co-operate  with  the  School 
Health  Service  has  been  reduced  to  insignificance.  This  has 
been  largely  achieved  by  giving  the  field  workers  considerably 
more  support  administratively. 

In  1952  the  administration  of  the  School  Health  Service 
was  re-organised  and,  after  5 years,  the  full  benefit  of  that 
operation  is  now  being  felt.  Records  for  each  school  and 
every  child  are  held  centrally  so  that  information  is  always 
available  and  action  can  be  meticulously  controlled  at  all 
times.  In  this  way  the  School  Health  Service  is  made  avail- 
able to  all  children  and  their  requirements  and  movements 
constantly  supervised  and  co-ordinated.  The  importance  of 
this  aspect  of  the  work  is  seldom  appreciated  but  an  intelli- 
gent, knowledgeable  and  enthusiastic  administrative  staff 
can,  not  only  relieve  professional  staff  of  tedious  routine  but. 
also  initiate  actions.  I am  happy  to  report  that  the  administra- 
tive staff  of  the  School  Health  Service  perform  their  clerical 
duties  in  a precise  and  competent  manner  and  in  addition 
also  .interview,  discuss  with  and  resolve  the  problems  of  many 
parents,  thus  allowing  doctors,  dentists  and  school  nurses  to 
devote  more  time  to  their  specialised  duties. 

It  will  be  noted  with  gratification  that  in  1957  the  total 
number  of  medical  examinations  was  higher  than  1956,  while 
the  number  found  to  be  infested  was  less  by  400. 


During  the  year  the  number  of  children  who  had  had 
their  tonsils  removed  was  ascertained  and  the  collated 
statistics  serf  to  the  Medical  Research  Council.  This  particip- 
ation in  gleaning  information  for  the  M.R.C.  involved  the 
department  in  additional  work  but  it  is  of  satisfaction  to 
know  that  these  facts,  when  analysed,  may  lead  to  a small 
but  significant  change  in'  policy.  In  previous  years.  I have 
referred  to  the  conservative  attitude  to  tonsillectomy  of  the 
E.N.T.  surgeons,  in  Denbighshire,  and  I am  confident  that  in 
comparison  w:th  other  areas  this  will  be  demonstrated  in  the 
nat:onal  analysis.  Closely  allied  to  this  problem  is  that  of 
deafness,  due  to  otitis  media,  in  children. 
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Most  children  on  entering  school  become  susceptible  to 
upper  respiratory  infection  involving,  in  many  instances,  the 
tonsils,  adenoids,  Eustachian  Tubes  and  the  middle  ear. 
Unless  the  middle  ear  infection  is  treated  promptly  and 
thoroughly  there  is  a risk  of  diminished  hearing  or'  partial 
deafness  and  this  condition  can  materially  interfere  with  the 
scholastic  progress  of  the  child.  Towards  the  end  of  1957 
hearing  tests  were  made  of  all  children  attending  the  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  and  of  all  those  examined,  the  two  with 
hearing  loss  had  an  infection  of  the  middle  ear'.  While  it 
would  be  premature  to  draw  conclusions  at  such  an  early 
stage  of  the  enquiry,  it  would  seem  that  the  majority  of  deaf 
children,  in  this  County  are  so  because  of  infection  in  the 
middle  ear.  It  is,  therefore,  of  considerable  importance  to 
ihave  the  hearing  of  all  schoolchildren  tested.  Authority  has 
i been  given  to  purchase  the  appropriate  apparatus  and  as 
soon  as  an  operator  has  received  the  necessary  instruction  all 
pupils  will  be  tested. 

Associated  with  deafness  to  some  extent  is  speech  defect. 
1 Great  progress  has  been  made  in  the  provision  of  speech 

I therapy  and  the  results  achieved  by  the  Speech  Therapist  are 
most  encouraging.  As  with  many  other  services,  the  Speech 
Therapy  Service  has,  when  developed  revealed  many  cases 
that  would  not  have  otherwise  come  to  light.  The  demands 
on  the  Speech  Therapist  have  steadily  grown.  This  has  been 
appreciated  by  the  Committee  and  the  establishment  has  now 
been  increased  from  one  to  two  whole-time  Therapists. 
Unfortunately  Miss  Cole  will  be  resigning  in  April,  1958,  and 
i no  applications  have  been  received  for  her  post. 

To  give  protection  against  tuberculosis,,  schoolchildren 
i in  their  13th  year  were  tested  and  if  not  previously  infected, 

I with  a resultant  immunity,  they  were  vaccinated  with  B.C.G. 
The  acceptance  rate  was  disappointing  but,  of  those  children 
who  were  tested,  only  approximately  20%  were  found  to 
have  been  previously  in  contact  with  tuberculosis.  This 
i indicates  that  the  risk  of  infection  with  tuberculosis  has 
i diminished  considerably  in  recent  years  and  that  infectious 
■cases  are  fewer  and  observing  more  punctiliously  the 
i instructions  on  methods  of  preventing  the  spread  of  the 
i disease. 

In  this  context  it  is  also  interesting  to  note  the  number 
I of  staff,  students  and  employed  pupils  medically  examined 
i during  the  year.  While  such  examinations  serve  several  other 
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purposes,  i am  convinced  that,  such  precautionary  measures 
reduce  the  risk  of  infectious  diseases  and  of  food  poisoning  in 
canteens  Furthermore,  all  schools  and  canteens  are  regularly 
inspected  by  the  School  Medical  Officer's  during  their  periodic 
visits  to  the  schools.  It  is  gratifying  to  see  the  gradual 
improvement  in  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  schools  and 
canteens,  but  there  still  remain  a few  that  are  below  a 
desirable  standard. 

Much  time  has  been  devoted  to  the  Handicapped  Pupils- 
in  this  County.  The  sympathetic  and  helpful  attitude  of  the 
Education  Committee,  to  this  group  of  children,  has  been 
most  stimulating  to  the  staff.  Handicappel  pupils  present  the 
most  difficult  problems,  involving  several  services,  and  it  is 
a pleasure  to  record  that  everyone  has  been  most  co-operative.  ! 
I would  record  my  indebtedness  to  several  members  of  the 
Education  Committee  who.  although  extremely  busy,  have 
visited  parents  in  order  to  add  weight  to  the  advice  already 
given  by  my  staff.  The  prospect  of  a Day  Special  School  for 
Educationally  Sub-normal  Children  in  Wrexham  and  a 
Residential  School  for  Physically  Handicapped  Pupils  at 
Llandudno  has  not  yet  come  to  fruition  and  I sincerely  hope  • 
that  nothing  will  be  allowed  to  delay,  any  further,  the  pro-  ' 
vision  of  these  facilities  which  are  so  badly  needed. 

The  Dental  Service  lost  one  Dental  Officer  during  the 
year.  This  was  a hard  blow  as,  at  long  last,  there  was  pros-  ; 
pect  of  the  service  devoting  its  energies  to  conservative  work.  < 
Repeated  advertising  has  been  of  no  avail.  The  demands  on 
the  Dental  Service  continue  to  increase  and  are  likely,  in  the 
near  future,  to  be  even  greater. 

Earlier  In  the  foreword  I stated  that  the  success  of  the 
School  Health  Service  depended  on  many  factors  and  many  i 
people.  The  achievements  of  the  past  year  would  not  have 
been  possible  without  the  close  co-operation  of  the  Director,  I 
Mr.  Edward  Rees,  the  Deputy  Director,  Mr.  Idwal  Dodd,  and 
the  staff  of  the  Education  Department,  the  teaching  staff, 
parents  and  pupils.  I acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  kindly  I 
help  and  encouragement  received  by  the  School  Health 
Service  from  them. 

Finally  I record  my  appreciation  for  the  diligence,  i 
industry  and  loyalty  of  the  staff  of  the  School  Health  Service, 
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and  my  .indebtedness  to  the  Chairman,  Councillor  Mrs.  Dodd, 
Vice-Chairman,  Councillor  Mr.  Watkin  Lloyd  and  the 
members  of  the  Attendance  and  Medical  Inspection  Com- 
mittee for  guidance  and  constant  support. 

M.  T.  ISLWYN  JONES, 

Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 

County  Health  Department, 

16  Grosvenor  Road, 

WREXHAM. 


April,  1958. 
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Denbighshire  Education  Committee 


Report  of  the  Principal  School  Medical 
Officer  for  the  Year  1957 


General  School  Statistics. 

Total  number  of  schools  1% 

Total  school  population 29,048 


Type  of  School. 

No.  of 
Schools 

No.  of 
children  in 
attendance 

Primary  Schools 

169 

19,190 

Secondary  Modern  Schools  

14 

4,314 

Secondary  Grammar  Schools 

9 

4,113 

Bilateral  

1 

622 

Secondary  Technical  School  (students 
in  full-time  attendance)  

1 

197 

Special  Schools : 

Llangwyfan  Hospital  Special 

School  

1 

32 

Alexandra  Special  School  for 

Educationally  Sub  - Normal 
Children,  Wrexham  

1 

20 

School  Medical  Inspections. 

A.  Periodic  Inspections — these  include  examinations  of 

(1)  School  Entrants — children  in  their  first  year  of  school 
attendance. 

(2)  Second  Age  Group — children  aged  10  years  plus 
(usually  in  their  last  year  of  attendance  at  a junior 
school). 
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(3)  School  Leavers — children  in  their  last  year  of  com- 
pulsory school  attendance. 

B.  Additional  Periodic  Inspections— include  examination  of 

(1)  Children  of  4 years  and  5 years  of  age  who  were 
examined  previously  as  school  entrants. 

(2)  Children  beyond  their  last  year  of  compulsory  school 
attendance  (i.e.  these  children  are  examined  annually 
until  they  leave  school). 

C.  Re-Inspections  — examinations  of  children  requiring 
observation  following  previous  periodic  inspections. 

D.  Special  Inspections — include  examination  of  children  re- 
ferred by  school  teachers,  parents  and  others,  together 
with  absentees  from  previous  periodic  inspections. 

Table  No.  1. 


Children  Medically  Examined  at  School 


Age  Group  i 

No.  Examined 

(a)  Periodic  Medical  Inspections. 

Entrants  

2249 

Second-age  group 

2394 

Leavers  •••  •••  ••• 

2544 

Additional  periodic  inspections 

1901 

9088 

(b)  Other  Inspections. 

No.  of  special  inspections 

516 

No.  of  re-inspections  ... 

3851 

4367 
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Table  No.  2. 


Comparative  Table  of  Annual  Total  Examinations 


1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Periodic 
Medical 
Inspections  ... 

7962 

8344 

9342 

7459 

8450 

9088 

Other 

Inspections  ... 

1060 

1410 

2227 

3068 

3209 

4367 

Totals  

9022 

9754 

11569 

10527 

11659 

13455 

The  number  of  examinations  performed  is  the  highest 
ever  recorded. 
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Table  No.  3. 


General  Condition  o|f  Pupils  Inspected 


No.  of  pupils  inspected 

No.  satisfactory 
% of  Column  No.  (2) 

No.  unsatisfactory 
% of  Column  No.  (2) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3)  (4) 

(5)  (6) 

Entrants  

2249 

2244  99.7 

5 0.20 

Second  age  group  

2394 

2393  99.9 

1 0.01 

Leavers  

2544 

2542  99.9 

2 0.07 

Additional  periodic  inspections 

1901 

1901  100.0 

— — 

TOTAL  

9088 

9080  99.9 

8 0.09 

The  number  of  pupils  found  on  periodic  medical 
inspection  to  be  “unsatisfactory”  has  been  reduced  from  15 
in  1956  to  8 in  1957 — only  .09%  of  the  total  examined.  This 
must  be  regarded  with  great  satisfaction. 
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Table  1N0.  4. 

Analysis  of  defects  found  at  Periodic  Inspections  during 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957. 


•3  Defect 

Code  No. 

Defect  or  Disease 
(2) 

PERIODIC  INSPECTIONS 

TOTAL 

(incl.  all  other 
age  groups 
inspected) 

Entrants 

Leavers 

■r~  Requiring 
Treatment 

Requiring 

Observation 

tS  Requiring 
Treatment 

Requiring 

Observation 

Q Requiring 
Treatment 

S Requiring 
Observation 

4 

Skin  

3 

18 

13 

33 

17 

71 

5 

Eyes : 

(a)  Vision  

22 

60 

74 

182 

274 

489 

(b)  Squint  

4 

32 

9 

9 

21 

63 

(c)  Other  

— 

9 

— 

7 

6 

49 

6 

Ears : 

(a)  Hearing 

1 

12 

3 

11 

9 

32 

(b)  Otitis  Media  

— 

3 



6 

3 

21 

(c)  Other  

5 

3 

2 

10 

8 

19 

7 

Nose  and  Throat  

39 

220 

14 

86 

71 

434 

8 

Speech  

8 

20 

6 

14 

30 

58 

9 

Lymphatic  Glands  

2 

38 

— 

13 

6 

75 

10 

Heart  

2 

14 

— 

9 

7 

32 

11 

Lungs  

6 

50 

3 

18 

11 

96 

12 

Developmental : 

(a)  Hernia  

— 

. — 

— 

— 

2 

3 

(b)  Other  

3 

9 

1 

7 

5 

19 

13 

Orthopaedic : 

(a)  Posture  

. — 

3 

2 

32 

4 

60 

(b)  Feet  

3 

20 

9 

49 

21 

134 

(c)  Other  

4 

32 

7 

26 

17 

98 

14 

Nervous  System: 

(a)  Epilepsy  

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

(b)  Other  

— 

7 

— 

4 

21 

15 

Psychological : 

(a)  Development  

— 

5 

1 

8 

2 

21 

(b)  Stability  

1 

1 

■ 

““ 

1 

5 

16 

Abdomen  

1 

2 

1 

5 

4 

23 

17 

Other  

1 

16 

1 

14 

6 

81 

16 


Table  No.  5. 

Analysis  of  Defects  found  at  Special  Inspections  during 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957. 


Defect 

Defect  or  Disease 

Special  Inspections 

Code  No. 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 

Observation 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

4 

Skin  

8 

20 

5 

Eyes : 

(a)  Vision  

15 

22 

(b)  Squint  

12 

18 

(c)  Other  

2 

7 

6 

Ears : 

(a)  Hearing  .... 

1 

7 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

1 

2 

(c)  Other  

— 

1 

7 

Nose  or  Throat  .... 

14 

23 

8 

Speech  

9 

13 

9 

Lymphatic  Glands 

— 

3 

10 

Heart  

— ■ 

4 

11 

Lungs  

1 

11 

12 

Developmental  : 

(a)  Hernia  

1 

(b)  Other  

— • 

1 

13 

Orthopaedic : 

(a)  Posture  

1 

3 

(b)  Feet  

2 

6 

(cj  Other  

2 

6 

14 

Nervous  System : 
(a)  Epilepsy  

1 

2 

(b)  Other  

• 

1 

15 

Psychological : 
(a)  Develop- 
mental 

1 

8 

16 

(b)  Stability  .... 

1 

2 

Abdomen  

— . 

3 

17 

Other  

— 

9 

17 


Cleanliness  Inspections. 

School  Nurses  made  42,922  inspections  of  pupils  during 
the  year  and  1,502  children  were  found  to  have  head 
infestation. 

In  this  modern  day  and  age  of  widespread  prosperity 
and  a generally  high  standard  of  living  one  would  have 
thought  that  the  head  louse  would  by  now  have  become  a 
very  rare  specimen.  It  is,  however,  a deplorable  fact  that 
there  are  still  some  families  who  seem  quite  incapable  of 
keeping  themselves  clean  and  free  from  verminous  infesta- 
tion. Their  children  are  ever  a potential  source  of  infestation 
to  other  pupils. 

It  is  true  that  there  are  provisions  for  dealing  with  these 
people  under  the  Education  Act,  but  prosecution  alone  is  an 
ineffective  answer.  The  problem  is  essentially  one  of  Health 
Education  and  one  to  which  the  school  nurses  devote  much 
time  and  energy.  Their  efforts  have  been  rewarded  to  some 
extent  by  the  fact  that  there  were  just  over  400  fewer  cases 
of  infestation  during  1957  than  in  the  previous  year. 
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Tdble  No.  6. 

Diseases  of  the  Skin. 


No.  of  cases  treated  or  under  , 
treatment  by  the  authority  during 
the  year 

Ringworm  : 

(1)  Scalp  

3 

(2)  Body  

1 

Scabies  

2 

Impetigo  

56 

Othrr  skin  diseases  

134 

t 

Total  

196 

Diligent  inspection  and  prompt  treatment  lead  to  the 
effective  control  of  skin  diseases  which,  in  any  event,  have 
become  less  common,  due  to  to  the  higher  standard  of  living 
enjoyed  generally. 
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Table  No.  7. 

Diseases  of  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Pupils  Treated  in  Hospital 


No.  of  Schoolchildren 
treated 

A.  Received  Operative  Treatment: 

(1)  For  diseases  of  the  ear  

26 

(2)  For  adenoids  and  chronic 

tonsilitis  

433 

(3)  For  other  nose  and  throat 

conditions  

108 

B.  Other  forms  of  treatment  

205 

Total  

772 

20 


Tonsillectomy. 
Table  No.  8. 


Number  of  Schoolchildren  found  on  Periodic  Inspection 
to  have  undergone  Tonsillectomy. 


No.  Examined 

No.  found  to 
have  had 
tonsillectomy 

Total 

Examined 

Total  No  of 
Tonsil- 
lectomies 

Entrant*. 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys  Girls 

1184 

1065 

96 

81 

2249 

177 

2nd  Ago 

Group 

1221 

1173 

117 

102 

2394 

219 

Leavers 

1286 

1258 

84 

51 

2544 

135 

Additional  Periodic 

Inspections 

967 

934 

61 

59 

1901 

120 

Grand  Total 

4658 

4430 

358 

293 

9088 

651 

'These  statistics  in  respect  of  Denbighshire  pupils  are 
being  compiled  annually  on  behalf  of  the  Medical  Research 
Council  but  their  significence  will  remain  obscure  until  the 
results  of  the  survey,  which  is  being  conducted  throughout 
the  country,  are  published  in  due  course. 

Defects  of  Hear  ng. 

10  pupils  were  found  to  have  defective  hearing  requiring 
further  investigation  and  treatment.  Again  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  perform  audiometric  sweeps  throughout  the 
schools  owing  to  the  shortage  of  staff. 
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Defects  of  the  Eyes. 

(a)  Refractive  Errors — during  the  year  289  pupils  were 
found  to  require  further  investigation  for  errors  of  refraction 
detected  at  school  medical  inspections. 

(b)  Squint — 33  cases  of  squint  were  detected  and 
referred  for  treatment.  The  importance  of  early  detection  of 
this  condition  has  been  stressed  on  numerous  occasions. 

Dr.  Mary  Rowland  Hughes,  County  Ophthalmologist 
reports : — 

“ The  eye  clinics  held  in  the  five  centres  of  Wrexham, 
Chirk,  Denbigh,  Llanrwst  and  Colwyn  Bay  have  been  well 
attended  during  1957.  Many  children  have  been  brought 
forward  at  an  early  age  to  these  clinics  with  alleged  defective 
vision,  due  to  the  policy  of  testing  all  children  as  they  enter 
school  at  five  years  of  age,  by  means  of  the  Chavasse  letter  E 
test.  A number  of  children  with  refractive  errors  have  there- 
fore been  provided  with  necessary  glasses  at  the  earliest 
opportunity  in  their  school  careers. 


Some  children  have  been  referred  by  school  teachers  for 
sight  tests  and  the  burning  question  sorted  out,  as  to  whether 
or  not  apparently  careless  work  was  due  to  defective  sight. 
In  occasional  instances  the  provision  of  glasses  for  high 
hypermetropic  astigmatism  has  produced  a dramatically  bene- 
ficial effect  on  a child’s  school  work.  Not  infrequently  children 
come  with  complaints  of  headache  and  visual  discomfort  and 
the  only  cause  found  is  a habit  of  reading  too  near,  which  is 
all  too  prevalent. 

The  health  visitors  have  been  very  assiduous  in  their 
efforts  to  discover  the  visual  defectives  in  the  County  and 
to  follow  up  the  treatment  recommended  and  we  would 
extend  our  thanks  to  them  for  this  exacting  work. 


Several  children  have  been  referred  for  hospital  treat- 
ment, including  surgery  and  orthoptic  exercises,  in  the 
various  clinic  areas,  and  it  is  noticeable  that  there  is  a less 
long  wait  than  in  previous  years  for  in-patient  treatment  in 
most  areas.” 
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Table  No.  9. 


Treatment  of  Eye  Defects. 


No.  of  Schoolchildren  dealt  with 
by  the 

Authority 

Otherwise 

External  and  other,  ex- 
cluding errors  of  re- 
fraction and  squint  

17 

Errors  of  refraction  (in- 
cluding squint)  

1139 

480 

Total  

1139 

497 

Number  of  pupils  for 
whom  spectacles  were : 

(a)  Prescribed  

462 

277 

For  operation  

5 

Orthopaedic  Defects. 

43  Denbighshire  pupils  were  treated  as  in-patients  at 
Gobowen  Hospital.  Out-patient  clinics  are  held  under  the 
hospital  service  at  Cefn  Mawr,  Llanrwst,  Colwyn  Bay, 
Denbigh  and  Wrexham. 

Minor  Ailments. 

Treatment  is  administered  by  the  school  nurses  at  the 
set  clinics  throughout  the  County.  267  pupils  attended  for 
treatment  during  the  year. 

Speech  Therapy. 

The  heavy  demand  for  this  service  remains  unabated  and 
the  list  of  children  awaiting  treatment  has  increased  to  68. 
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Miss  Cole,  the  Speech  Therapist,  is  resigning-  in  April, 
1958.  Her  post  has  been  advertised,  together  with  that  of  an 
additional  therapist  but  hitherto  there  have  been  no 
applicants. 

Miss  Cole  reports  as  follows : — 

“ During  the  past  year  schoolchildren,  throughout  the 
county  requiring  speech  therapy  have  attended  clinics 
regularly  at  Cefn,  Colwvn  Bay,  Rhos  and  Wrexham.  It  has 
become  obvious,  however,  that  the  speech  therapy  service 
of  this  County  needs  to  be  served  by  more  than  one,  single- 
handed  speech  therapist.  With  at  least  two  therapists  work- 
ing together,  it  would  not  only  provide  the  opportunity  to 
attend  to  the  increasing  number  of  children  requiring  treat- 
ment, but  also  allow  more  time  to  advise  parents,  prior  to 
their  children  receiving  treatment.  There  is  also  a great  need 
to  maintain  constant  contact  with  teachers  in  the  schools  and 
to  ensure  that  progress  is  maintained  after  regular  treatment 
ceases. 

The  recently  acquired  tape  recorder  has  fulfilled  its 
purpose,  and  is  proving  to  be  an  invaluable  aid  in  the  work 
of  the  speech  therapist,  and  also  of  great  help  and  encourage- 
ment both  to  the  children  and  parents.” 
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Talble  No.  10. 

Analysis  of  Work  Performed  by  the  Speech  Therapist 


Clinic 

I 

No.  of 
Half  Day 
Sessions 

No.  of  Cases 
Treated 

No.  of  Cases 
Discharged 

No.  of  Cases 
awaiting 
Treatment 

1 

1 Grosvenor  Road, 
Wrexham  

Gatefield,  Wrexham  ... 

| 158 

89 

31 

30 

Rhos  

39 

18 

9 

12 

Colwyn  Bay  

100 

36 

S 

19 

Cefn  

80 

38 

9 

7 

Total  

377 

181 

54 

68 

No.  of  Visits  to  School  ...  — No.  of  Home  Visits  ...  6 


Analysis  of  New  Cases 


Defects  of  Organic  Origin 


(a)  Cleft  Palate  1 

(b)  Spasticity  1 

(c)  Deafness  2 

(d)  Dysphonia  1 


Education  in  Hospital. 


Defects  of  Functional  Origin 


(a)  Stammerers  20 

(b)  Dyslalia  22 

(c)  Dysphonia  1 

(d)  Sigmatism  4 

(e)  Others  3 


Once  again  it  is  a pleasure  to  comment  on  the  valuable 
service  rendered  by  Miss  Morris  Jones,  the  tutor  at  the 
Maelor  General  Hospital,  Wrexham. 


During  the  year  tuition  was  given  to  95  Denbighshire 
children  during  their  stay  in  hospital  which  has  proved  to  be 
an  important  factor  in  their  rehabilitation. 
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Miss  Morris  Jones  reports: — 

“ In  very  many  cases  lessons  were  given  at  the  bedside. 
This  was  due  largely  to  the  nature  of  the  child’s  illness  and 
also  to  the  interesting  fact  that,  nowadays,  a patient  is  often 
able  to  do — and  to  enjoy — a little  schoolwork,  in  a day  or 
two  after  an  operation,  or  very  early  in  the  recovery  stage, 
following  a serious  illness. 

Patients  are  allowed  up  in  the  Ward  as  soon  as  possible 
and  lessons  are  carried  on  round  a table  in  the  Ward. 

At  the  end  of  each  term,  the  children  who  have  been 
receiving  tuition  for'  some  time,  are  given  a written  examina- 
tion, under  examination  conditions — resembling  the  terminal 
tests  given  at  school. 

Whenever  possible,  I try  to  get  in  touch — through  the 
parents — with  the  Head  Teacher  of  the  home  school.  I should 
like  to  say  how  very  helpful  the  Head  Teachers  have  been  in 
sending  books  for  the  pupils  to  use.” 

Deaths  of  Schoolchildren. 

Deaths  due  to  the  various  causes  were  as  follows: — 


Drowning 1 

Convulsions  (Congenital  spastic  disease)  1 
Broncho-pneumonia  1 


Broncho-pneumonia  and  congestive 

heart  disease  1 

Asphyxia  1 

Pulmonary  Oedema  and  recurrent 

attacks  of  status  epilepticus  1 

Pulmonary  Oedema  (Road  Accident)  ...  1 

Addison’s  Disease  

Shooting  incident  
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Toxaemia : 

(a)  due  to  an  appendix  abcess  and 


peritonitis  1 

(b)  due  to  broncho-pneumonia 

following  ’flu  1 

Road  Accident 1 


Infectious  Diseases. 

Table  No.  11. 

Incidence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (excluding 
Tuberculosis)  affecting  schoolchildren  during  1957. 


' 

Disease 

No.  of  Cases 

Meningococcal  Infection  .... 

1 

Polio — Paralytic  

2 

Whooping  Cough  

73 

Erysipelas  

1 

Measles  

838 

Scarlet  Fever  

74 

Pneumonia  

8 

Dysentery  

2 

Total  

999 
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There  were  nearly  four  times  as  many  cases  of  measles 
notified  during  the  year  than  there  were  the  previous  year. 
The  two  cases  of  poliomyelitis  had  not  been  vaccinated 
against  this  disease  previously. 

The  epidemic  of  Asian  type  influenza  which  struck  the 
country  in  the  Autumn  of  1957  affected  many  Denbighshire 
schoolchildren,  but  the  precise  number  is  unknown  as  this  is 
not  a notifiable  disease.  However,  the  school  absentee  figures 
for  this  period  indicate  that  on  average  about  50  per  cent,  of 
schoolchildren  succumbed.  In  some  areas  schools  had  to  be 
closed  for  periods  up  to  7 days  because  of  sickness  among 
both  staff  and  pupils. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 


67  pupils  were  given  primary  vaccination  and  55  were 
revaccinated. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

264  pupils  were  given  a primary  course  of  immunisation 
and  1,471  were  given  reinforcing  injections. 


Tuberculosis. 

Table  No.  12. 

Incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  Schoolchildren. 


Notifications  Received 


1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

10 

8 

16 

20 

29 

32 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

9 

6 

6 

18 

14 

9 

Total  

19 

14 

22 

38 

43 

41 

28 


It  is  disappointing  that  the  steady  decline  in  the 
incidence  of  tuberculosis  among  schoolchildren  has  not  con- 
tinued, and  that  there  were  in  fact  five  more  notifications  in 
1957  than  there  were  in  1956.  This  position  gives  no  cause 
for  complacency  but  rather  serves  as  a grim  reminder  that 
there  are  still  in  the  community  open  cases  of  tuberculosis 
awaiting  detection  which  are  a potential  source  of  infection 
to  those  with  whom  they  come  into  contact. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Service  again  conducted  surveys 
at  individual  schools  in  the  County,  the  results  of  which  are 
given  in  Table  No.  13. 


Details  of  Mass  Radiography  Surveys  at  Denbighshire  School 
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B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

A scheme  for  the  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  schoolchildren  as 
outlined  in  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  Circular  22/53  (Wales) 
was  implemented  at  the  beginning  of  the  Summer  Term,  by 
employing  the  services  of  the  School  Medical  Officers  and 
Nurses,  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Chest  Physicians, 
General  Medical  Practitioners  and  School  Teachers. 

Previously  B.C.G.  vaccination  had  been  offered  only  to 
contacts  of  tuberculosis  cases  whereas  this  scheme  made 
provision  for  all  schoolchildren  between  13  and  14  years  of 
age. 


A mass  B.C.G.  vaccination  scheme  of  this  kind  fulfils 
two  purposes;  it  ensures  that  adolescent  girls  and  boys  have 
some  degree  of  protection  against  tuberculosis  before  they 
leave  school,  and  it  affords  an  opportunity  of  tracing  the 
sources  of  infection  to  which  those  children,  found  on  pre- 
liminary skin  testing  to  have  acquired  a natural  resistance, 
have  been  exposed. 

Notices  were  sent  to  parents  of  over  2,000  pupils  in  the 
appropriate  age  group,  and  those  in  respect  of  whom  parental 
consent  was  obtained  were  given  a skin  test  to  determine 
whether  or  not  they  were  susceptible  to  the  disease. 

Approximately  80%  of  the  pupils  were  found  to  be 
tuberculin  negative  and  thus  were  given  B.C.G.  vaccination. 
The  remainder  who  were  tuberculin  positive,  and  therefore 
had  previously  acquired  natural  resistance  through  exposure 
to  infection,  were  referred  together  with  their  families  for 
chest  X-ray  examination  by  the  Mobile  Mass  Miniature 
Radiography  Unit. 

Those  pupils  who  were  vaccinated  are  to  be  tuberculin 
tested  in  1958  to  confirm  that  the  vaccine  has  in  fact  produced 
the  desired  resistance  in  each  case. 


B.GG.  Vaccination  of  Schoolchildren 
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School  Milk. 

Except  for  one  school  which  received  dried  milk,  all 
schools  in  the  County  were  supplied  with  either  pasteurised 
or  tuberculin  tested  milk  in  one-third  pint  bottles. 

Medical  Examinations. 

(a)  School  Meals  Service. 

A total  of  408  medical  examinations  of  school  canteen 
workers  were  performed  by  the  School  Medical  Officers. 

(b)  Teachers  and  Students. 

121  teachers  and  178  entrants  to  teachers’  training 
colleges  were  medically  examined. 

(c)  Employment  of  Schoolchildren. 

The  Education  Act,  1944  (Section  59)  provides  that,  if 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Local  Education-  Authority  any  pupil  is 
being  employed  in  a manner  likely  to  be  prejudicial  to  his 
health  or  render  him  unfit  to  obtain  the  full  benefit  of  the 
education  provided  for  him,  the  Authority  may  prohibit  or 
impose  such  restrictions  on  his  employment  as  they  consider 
■necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  child. 

During  the  year  151  schoolchildren  were  medically 
examined  in  respect  of  their  suitability  for  employment  out 
of  school  hours. 


Sanitary  Condition  of  Schools  and  School  Canteen 

Premises 

Schools  and  school  canteens  throughout  the  County  were 
inspected  by  the  School  Medical  Officers,  whose  observations 
i are  summarised  as  follows: — 

Schools 

No.  Unsatisfactory 


Cleanliness 2 

Ventilation  5 

Lighting  7 

Heating  4 
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Sanitary  Accommodation  6 

Water  Supply  3 

Clothes  Drying  facilities  50 


School  Canteens 

No.  Unsatisfactory 


Cleanliness  0 

Ventilation  12 

Lighting  3 

Sanitary  Accommodation  10 

Washing  up  facilities  4 


These  results  show  a general  improvement  compared 
with  those  of  a similiar  survey  made  by  the  School  Medical 
Staff  in  1954. 


The  Handicapped  Child 

The  importance  of  the  early  recognition  of  a child’s 
physical  or  mental  disability  with  a view  to  providing  special 
educational  treatment  if  necessary  has  been  stressed  in 
previous  reports. 

This  work  continues  to  occupy  much  of  the  time  of  the 
School  Medical  Officers.  The  case  of  each  individual  child 
must  be  carefully  reviewed  at  periodic  intervals  to  ensure 
that  he  is  receiving  the  educational  treatment  appropriate  to 
his  needs.  This  entails  frequent  consultation  with  school 
teachers,  parents,  family  doctors  and  hospital  consultants, 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  there  is  an  ever  increasing 
appreciation  among  all  concerned,  of  the  work  performed  in 
this  field. 
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Table  No.  15. 


No.  of  pupils  ascertained  as  Handicapped  Children  during 
1957. 


Category 

No.  of  pupils 
ascertained  in  1957 

Blind  

— • 

Partially  sighted  

— 

Deaf  

— 

Partially  deaf  

1 

Delicate  

1 

Physically  handicapped  

— 

Educationally  sub-normal  ... 

8 

Maladjusted  

2 

Epileptic  

— 

Speech  Defect  (requiring 
special  schooling)  

— . 

Total  

12 

Position  as  to  Special  .Educational  Treatment  on  3lst  December,  1957. 
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Children  in  Need  of  Special  Schooling. 

(a)  Partially  Sighted. 

Of  the  four  partially  sighted  children  requiring  admission 
to  special  schools,  there  are  three  whose  parents  have  with- 
held their  consent  and  one  child  who  is  in  addition  so  back- 
ward mentally  that  he  is  barely  educable.  This  child  is, 
however,  attending  an  ordinary  school  at  present  where 
contact  with  other  children  is  at  least  aiding  his  social  and 
emotional  development. 

(b)  Deaf. 

Of  the  two  deaf  children  requiring  places  in  special 
schools  as  on  31st  December,  1957,  one  has  moved  to  reside 
in  another'  county.  The  other  is  a child  who,  in  addition  to 
being  deaf,  is  also  very  retarded  mentally.  It  will  be  difficult 
to  obtain  a placing  in  any  special  school  for  this  latter  child. 

(c)  Physically  Handicapped. 

It  will  be  -noted  that  34  children  require  places  in  a special 
school,  some  of  whom  are  receiving  home  tuition.  These 
children  would  be  suitable  for  admission  to  the  special  school 
to  be  built  in  Llandudno. 

(d)  Educationally  Subnormal. 

Most  of  the  77  children  requiring  special  schooling, 
together  with  the  20  children  already  attending  Alexandra 
Special  School,  Wrexham,  and  some  of  those  at  present  in 
boarding  schools  outside  the  County,  would  be  suitable  for 
admission  to  the  New  Special  Day  School  to  be  built  in 
Wrexham. 

The  “ Ineducable  ” child. 

No  child  is  excluded  from  the  school  educational  system 
on  the  grounds  of  mental  retardation  without  very  careful 
consideration.  A trial  period  at  either  an  ordinary  or  a special 
school  is  given  in  most  cases. 

It  was  necessary  to  report  16  children  under  Section  57 
(3)  of  the  .Education  Act,  1944,  as  being  incapable  of  receiving 
education  at  school,  and  5 children  were  reported  under 
Section  57  (5)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  as  requiring  super- 
vision after  leaving  school. 
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North  Wales  Child  Guidance  Clinics. 

'The  North  Wales  Child  Guidance  Clinics  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Simmons  continued  to  give  their  support  to 
the  School  Health  Service  and  expert  investigation  and 
treatment  were  freely  offered  in  cases  of  special  interest  or 
difficulty. 

Dr.  Simmons  reports  as  follows : — 

“ Despite  a number  of  changes  in  staff  and  a certain 
amount  of  illness,  the  total  number  of  attendances  at  the 
various  clinics  increased  from  1,577  in  1956  to  2,183  in  1957. 
This  increase  resulted  from  an  intensification  of  work  and 
not  from  a rise  in  number  of  new  cases. 

Matter's  in  connection  with  children  at  Residential 
Schools  have  caused  a fair  deal  of  concern.  The  establishment 
of  a unit  for  the  treatment  of  maladjusted  children  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  has  seemed  even 
more  necessary  than  hitherto.  At  the  same  time  such  a unit 
would  impose  additional  work  on  us  and  this  has  to  be  kept 
in  mind  when  matters  of  staffing  are  considered. 

The  research  project  aiming  at  the  establishment  of  a 
full  scale  intelligence  test  for  Welsh-speaking  children 
started  on  1/9/57.  The  Research  Fellow  is  Mr.  Urien  Williams 
and  the  Research  Assistant,  Miss  Gwyneth  Roberts.  Good 
progress  is  being  made. 

With  regard  to  premises,  certain  alterations  have  been 
carried  out  at  the  Colwyn  Clinic  and  these  have  proved  satis- 
factory. In  general  our  facilities  there  are  excellent.  At 
Wrexham  certain  improvements  have  now  been  carried  out 
and  although  the  decorative  state  of  the  clinic  leaves  much 
to  be  desired  our  work  can  now  be  carried  out  reasonably 
well. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  sav  that  a fourth  Psychiatric 
Social  Worker  and  a Child  Therapist  have  been  appointed 
and  will  take  over  their  duties  on  1/6/58.” 
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Table  No.  17. 

Number  of  Denbighshire  children  interviewed  at  Clinics 

during  1957 


Clinic 

No.  of 
individual 
children 

Psychia- 

trist 

(children) 

U 

12  S 

Ll, 

Psycholo- 

gist 

(children) 

<L> 

u ~ 

£ PL, 

P.S.W. 

(parents 

and/or 

guardians) 

V 

4_j 

£ u 

S [IH 

Wrexham  ... 

96 

41 

140 

41 

44 

53 

153 

Colwyn  Bay 

33 

17 

125 

19 

83 

21 

198 

Rhyl  

16 

7 

15 

7 

33 

7 

20 

145 

65 

280 

67 

160 

81 

371 

40 


Table  iNo.  18. 


Number  of  Visits  during  1957 


Psychiatric  Social  Worker 

Psychologist 

Home  visits 

Visits  to  other 
social  workers 

School  visits 

Visits  to  other 
social  workers 

142 

37 

32 

Table  No.  19. 

Children  from  other  Comities  seen  at  Denbighshire  Clinics. 


Clinic 

and 

County 

No.  of 
individual 
children 
dealt  with 
during  year 

Psychia- 

trist 

(children) 

u 

4> 

■M  J3 

<n 

Ul  ^ 

Psycholo- 

gist 

(children) 

U 

<u 

iZ  £ 

P.S.W. 

(parents 

and/or 

guardians) 

l* 

V 

■M 

u *“• 

•-  3 

Wrexham: 

Flintshire  .. 

27 

15 

32 

16 

38 

18 

61 

Merioneth  ... 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Colwyn  Bay: 

Flintshire  .. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Caerns 

53 

23 

109 

34 

123 

26 

176 

83 

39 

143 

53 

161 

45 

239 

41 


Table  No.  20. 


Number  of  Referrals  received  during  1957  (Denbighshire) 


Name  of  Referring  Agency 

Number  of  Referrals 

School  Medical  Officer  

35 

General  Practitioners  

23 

Consultant  Paediatricians  

3 

Other  Medical  Specialists  

5 

Courts  and  Probation  Officers  

9 

Other  Social  Workers  

19 

Parents  

4 

(On  Waiting  List  on  31/12/57 — 13) 

88 

Report  of  the  Principal  School  Dental 

Officer 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  on  the  year’s 
work. 

Mr.  Wynne  was  given  a year’s  leave  of  absence  to 
further  his  studies  in  orthodontics.  He  has  decided  to 
specialise  in  this  subject  and  has  been  appointed  Senior 
Registrar  in  Orthodontics  at  Liverpool  Dental  School.  His 
decision  has  left  us  once  again  short  of  staff  in  East  Denbigh- 
shire. I had  hoped,  as  I stated  in  last  year’s  report,  that  we 
might  have  progressed  in  our  policy  of  turning  over  from 
extractions  to  the  conservation  of  teeth,  but  shortage  of 
staff  has  largely  prevented  that.  I am  afraid  that  this 
position  will  be  further  aggravated  in  the  coming  year  as  it 


42 


has  been  estimated  that  at  least  1,500  private  dentists  will 
be  entitled  to  retire  on  pension  in  July,  1958,  under  the 
National  Health  Scheme.  There  is  a very  real  danger  unless 
we  can  recruit  additional  staff,  of  the  service  degenerating 
into  a purely  emergency  service.  'This  is  something  all  of 
my  staff  are  striving  very  hard  to  avoid. 

Orthodontics. 

This  service  has  again  expanded  especially  in  West 
Denbighshire.  Many  parents  have  expressed  thanks  for  the 
way  this  is  carried  out. 

Mr.  B.  T.  Broadbent,  the  Orthodontic  Specialist, 
reports : — 

“ During  the  year  close  liaison  has  been  established  with 
the  Cleft  Palate  Unit  of  the  Alder  Hey  Hospital,  Liverpool, 
and  those  children  under  post-operative  treatment  who 
reside  in  this  County  are  now  attending  the  Clinic  here  for 
regular  maintenance,  instead  of  having  to  travel  to  Liverpool. 

The  Orthodontic  Clinics  held  at  Colwyn  Bay  and  Aber- 
gele are  functioning  in  a satisfactory  manner,  and  it  would 
appear,  fulfil  a need,  since  in  addition  to  cases  referred  in 
the  usual  manner  by  School  Dental  Officers,  are  receiving  a 
number  of  cases  directly  from  private  practitioners  in  the 
area. 

Attendances  at  the  Wrexham  Clinic  continue  to  be  good 
and  it  is  remarkable  that  so  few  cases  have  to  be  discontinued 
for  failure  to  attend. 

During  the  year  56  cases  have  been  completed,  217  cases 
have  been  examined  of  which  204  cases  have  had  treatment 
initiated.  Only  in  2 cases  has  treatment  been  discontinued.”' 


Clinics. 

These  are  in  a very  satisfactory  condition.  Three  are  in 
need  of  painting  and  decorating  and  this  has  been  provided 
for  in  .next  year’s  estimates.  Treatment  in  the  rural  schools 
still  remains  a problem  owing  to  the  shortage  of  accommoda- 
tion. I would  like  to  thank  the  Head  Teachers  and  their  staff 
for  their  co-operation  and  assistance. 


Staff. 


Owing  to  Mr.  W>nne  resigning  his  appointment  we  are 
reduced  to  five  full-time  officers  and  one  part-time.  We  have 
been  fortunate  in  persuading  the  part-time  officer  to  under- 
take two  more  sessions  per  week. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  thank  the  Dental  staff  and 
Assistant  Medical  Officers  and  the  nursing  staff  for  their 
help  and  co-operation. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  carried  out  by  the  Authority 

(1)  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s 

Dental  Officers : — 

(a)  At  Periodic  Inspections  11626 

(b)  As  Specials  1404 

Total  (1)  13030 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  7319 

(3)  Number  offered  treatment  7319 

(4)  Number  actually  treated  9245 

(5)  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  ...  10778 

(6)  Half  days  devoted  to: — 

Periodic  Inspection  139 

Treatment  1731^ 

Total  (6)  1870^ 

(7)  Fillings: — 

Permanent  Teeth  3909 

Temporary  Teeth  1612 

Total  (7)  5521 
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(8)  Number  of  teeth  filled: — 

Permanent  Teeth  .■ 3556 

Temporary  Teeth  1612 

Total  (8)  5168 

(9)  Extractions : — 

Permanent  'Teeth  3601 

Temporary  Teeth  5765 

Total  (9)  9366 

(10)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for 

extraction  3460 

Total  (10)  3460 

(11)  Orthodontics: — 

(a)  Cases  commenced  during  the  year  216 

(b)  Cases  carried  forward  from  previous 

year  312 

(c)  Cases  completed  during  the  year  55 

(d)  Cases  discontinued  during  the  year  17 

(e)  Pupils  treated  with  appliances  215 

(f)  Removable  appliances  fitted  40 

(g)  Fixed  appliances  fitted  Ill 

(h)  Total  attendances  1526 


45 


(12)  Number  of  pupils  supplied  with  artificial 


dentures  72 

(13)  Other  operations: — 

Permanent  Teeth  380 

Temporary  Teeth  — 

Total  (13)  380 


Annual  Report  of  the  Physical  Education  Organisers 
for  the  School  Year  1956-57. 

The  Ministry  reports  on  Physical  Education  have  been 
generally  favourable  this  year,  taking  into  consideration  the 
facilities  available  at  the  various  schools. 

Teaching  Accommodation. 

For  those  new  Secondary  Schools  with  fully  equipped 
gymnasia  there  is  every  opportunity  for  a fully  comprehen- 
sive and  regular  programme  of  indoor  and  outdoor  physical 
education.  Unfortunately,  facilities  in  many  of  our  Secondary 
Schools  are  still  inadequate,  especially  when  the  programme 
is  so  often  curtailed  by  poor  weather  and  lack  of  indoor 
accommodation  for  both  boys  and  girls.  It  is  important  that 
good  changing  rooms  and  showers  are  constructed  in  all 
Secondary  Schools  to  enable  work  to  proceed  at  a proper 
level  of  hygiene  and  physical  well  being. 

Apparatus. 

More  schools  are  turning  to  the  modern  methods  of 
Physical  Education  and  the  training  of  the  individual  child 
to  progress  at  his  or  her  own  pace,  thus  ensuring  that  the 
maximum  effort  is  made  according  to  physical  ability. 
Climbing  apparatus  is  contributing  largely  to  the  employment 
and  personal  endeavour  of  children  of  all  ages.  It  is  the 
policy  of  the  organisers  to  purchase  some  of  this  apparatus 
each  year;  but  this  is  of  necessity  a long  term  policy  due 
to  the  increase  in  price  for  all  Physical  Education  apparatus. 
All  children  should  be  able  to  use  climbing  apparatus 
throughout  their  school  lives  with  the  resultant  improvement 
in  general  agility,  joint  mobility  and  muscle  development. 
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School  Visits. 

Teachers  in  their  year  of  probation  have  been  assisted 
as  soon  as  possible  after  their  appointment  and  the  organisers 
have  visited  as  many  schools  as  possible  during  the  year. 
H.M.  Inspectors  have  occasionally  accompanied  the 
organisers  on  school  visits. 

Wrexham  Borough  Centenary  Celebrations. 

To  mark  the  opening  of  the  Borough  of  Wrexham’s 
Centenary  Year,  a Physical  Education  Display  was  given  on 
the  Wrexham  Football  ground. 

All  the  Primary  Schools  in  the  Borough  took  part  in  the 
Mass  Display  of  Primary  School  gymnastics  and  Folk 
Dancing,  while  the  Modern  and  Grammar  Schools,  Denbigh- 
shire Technical  College  and  Cartrefle  Training  College  con- 
tributed specialised  items  illustrating  modern  teaching 
methods. 

Playing  Fields  Maintenance  Service. 

The  Authority  is  now  responsible  for  approximately  200 
acres  of  playing  fields  scattered  over  a wide  area.  To  provide 
a scheme  of  general  maintenance  a minimum  amount  of 
mowing  equipment  has  been  centralised  in  depots  at  Ruthin 
and  Wrexham,  each  of  which  is  responsible  for  a gr'oup  of 
about  25  schools.  In  addition  a small  amount  of  ploughing  and 
turf  maintenance  equipment  has  been  provided  to  develop 
sub-standard  fields  wherever  possible. 

The  centralised  system  of  ground  maintenance  is  con- 
sidered to  be  the  cheapest  method  of  satisfying  this  require- 
ment but  it  is  also  expected  to  be  equal  to  the  ever  increasing 
demands  made  upon  its  services. 

Athletics. 

Wrexham  Junior  Schools  Association  at  Acton  Park, 

Wrexham. 

No  Trophies  were  awarded  as  the  meeting  had  to  be 
abandoned  owing  to  inclement  weather.  The  Borough  Schools 
held  their  own  Meeting  the  following  week,  but  this  was  run 
<m  individual  competition  and  not  as  an  Tnter-School 
•Competition. 
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Wrexham  Senior  Schools’  Association  Meeting  at 

Techical  College,  Wrexham. 

Association  Cup  (Boys) — 'Victoria  Modern. 

Association  Cup  (Girls) — Alexandra  Modern. 

Teachers’  Cup1 — Rhostvllen  Modern. 

Vale  of  Clwyd  Schools"  Athletic  Association. 

Solly  Hyman  Challenge  Shield — Borthyn  Controlled 
School. 

Evan  Roberts  Challenge  Cup — Bodfari  Junior  Controlled 
School. 

The  T.  J.  Roberts  Challenge  Shield— Prion  Aided  School. 
Cdwyn  Bay  and  Abergele  Schools’  Athletic  Association. 

W Knowles  Trophy — Colwyn  Bay  Junior  School. 

W.  Howister  Trophy — St.  Joseph’s  RjC.  School. 

L.  T.  Salts  Trophy — Eglwysbach  Controlled  School. 

Cerrigydrudion  District  Schools’  Athletic  Association. 

Meeting  abandoned  owing-  to  inclement  weather. 

Denbighshire  Secondary  Schools’  Athletic  Association  at 

Eirlas  Park. 

Boys:  Senior — Colwyn  Bay  Grammar. 

Middle — Ruabon  Grammar. 

Junior — Grove  Park  Grammar. 

Boys  (Aggregate).  Aston  Shield — Grove  Park  Grammar. 

G’rls  (Aggregate).  R.  E.  Watkins  Shield — Colwyn  Bay 
Grammar. 

C.  R.  Tucker  Cup  (Modern  Schools).  Boys — Pendorlan, 
Colwyn  Bay. 
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C.  R.  'Tucker  Cup  (Modern  Schools).  Girls- — Pendorlan, 
Colwyn  Bay. 

Welsh  Championships  at  Eirias  Park,  Colwyn  Bay. 

Boys — 1,  Glamorgan;  2,  Monmouth;  3,  Denbighshire. 

Girls — -1,  Glamorgan;  2,  Carmarthenshire;  3,  Denbigh- 
shire. 

Daphne  Williams,  Colwyn  Bay  Grammar  School  (220 
yards  and  100  yards)  has  been  included  as  a possible  candidate 
for  the  British  Empire  Games  in  Cardiff  next  vear. 

Swimming. 

The  number  of  children  from  the  Wrexham  Borough 
Schools  attending  the  swimming  baths  was  not  as  high  this 
year,  as  the  time  allocated  to  Physical  Education  was  taken 
up  chiefly  by  rehearsals  for  the  demonstration  at  the  Race 
Course. 

The  attendance  at  the  Rhos-on-Sea  Swimming  Baths  was 
satisfactory. 

County  Certificates  were  awarded  as  follows: — 

Colwyn  Bay  Area. 

Elementary  51 
Proficiency  20 
Advanced  6 

Wrexham  Area. 

Elementary  163 
Proficiency  37 
Advanced  19 

Junior  Schools’  Gala,  Wrexham. 

Junior  Boys  Championship — Victoria  Junior  School. 

Junior  Girls  Championship — Girls’  Controlled  Schoo1.  i 

E.  Wilson  Trophy  Junior  Girls  Squadron — Acton  1 
Park  Junior  School. 
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Y.M.C.A.  Junior  Boys  Squadron — Victoria  Junior 
School. 

Senior  Schools’  Gala,  Wrexham. 

Senior  Boys  Championship — St.  Mary’s  R.C.  School. 

Senior  Girls’  Championship — Girls’  Controlled  School. 

J.  M.  Owens  Shield  Boys’  Squadron — Victoria 
Secondary  Modern  School. 

C.  H.  Wilks  & Son  Challenge  Cup — Girls’  Controlled 
School. 

Games. 

Association  Football. 

Wrexham  and  District  Junior  Schools’  League. 

League  Cup — Pentre  Broughton. 

Knock  Out  Competition — Pentre  Broughton. 

District  Team — Wrexham  3,  Flintshire  1. 

Rhosllannerchrugog  and  District  Junior  Schools’  Football 
Association. 

No  points  or  trophies  are  awarded. 

Wrexiham  and  District  Senior  Schools’  League. 

League  Cup — Llay. 

Knock  Out  Competition — Rhostyllen. 

Smaller  Schools  Competition — Rhostyllen. 

Clwyd  and  Conway  Schools’  League. 

League  Cup — Denbigh  Grammar  School. 

Knock  Out  Competition — Llandudno  Grammar  Schol. 
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Welsh  Schools’  Football  Association  Shield  Competition. 

Wrexham  and  District  under  15  XI — Joint  Welsh 
Shield  Holders. 

Clwyd  and  Conway  under  15  XI — Lost  in  Group 
Competition. 

English  Schools’  Football  Association  Cuip  Competition. 

The  Wrexham  Schoolboys  reached  the  last  16  in  this 
Competition  before  losing  to  Stoke  in  the  6th  Round. 

Denbighshire  Grammar  Schools’  Competition. 

East  Zone — Grove  Park. 

West  Zone — Colwyn  Bay. 

Cup — Shared. 

International  Cap. 

John  Watson  (Gwersyllt  Council)  v.  Scotland  and 
England. 


tNetball. 

'The  Annual  Tournaments  were  held  at  Pendorlan,  Col- 
wyn Bay,  and  Grove  Park,  Wrexham,  and  the  Final 
Championship  and  County  Trials  at  Caledfryn,  Denbigh. 
Nineteen  schools  took  part  in  the  Tournaments  in  the  Senior, 
Junior  and  All  Age  Groups. 

Results. 

Wrexlham  Area  Tournament. 

Seniors — Brynteg  Modern;  Runners  up — Acrefair 
Modern  School. 

Junior's — Grove  Park;  Runners  up — Acrefair  Modern 
School. 

All  Age  Group’ — Holt  Controlled. 

Colwyn  Bay  Area. 

Seniors — Pendorlan  ; Runners  up — Abergele  Modern. 
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Juniors  — Pendorlan;  Runners  up  — Brigidene 
Convent. 

County  Championship. 

The  Ethel  Hovey  Challenge  Trophy  for  Seniors — 
Brynteg  Modern. 

The  T.  P.  Roberts  Challenge  Cup  for  Juniors — Grove 
Park. 

County  Matches  and  Tournaments. 

Dec.,  1956  at  Grove  Park  v.  Flints. — lost  12-13. 

Dec.,  1956  at  Grove  Park  v.  Monts. — won  21-10. 

Feb.,  1957  at  Bangor  v.  Caerns. — won  16-10. 

March.  1957  at  Shotton  v.  Flints. — lost  13-10. 

North  Wales  Tournament  at  Llandudno.  Jan.,  1957. 

1,  Denbighshire;  2,  Flintshire;  3,  Merionethshire. 

This  year  we  were  able  to  play  a Senior  team  over  18 
in  the  North  Wales  Tournament. 

Results. 

v.  U.C.N.W.— won  23-4. 
v.  St.  Mary’s — won  15-9. 

Final — v.  Flints. — lost  7-8. 

Two  of  our  teachers,  Miss  Whitley  and  Miss  Nesta 
Williams  were  selected  to  play  for  Wales  at  the  International 
Tournament  held  at  Cardiff.  Two  of  our  Schoolgirls,  Glenys 
Moss,  Brynteg,  and  K.  Blythen,  Grove  Park,  played  for  North 
Wales  against  S.  Wales  at  Shrewsbury. 

Hockey. 

All  the  Grammar  Schools  in  the  County  took  part  in  the 
Tournament  held  at  Brynhyfryd,  Ruthin. 


52 


Abergele  Grammar  School  won  the  C.  L.  Williams’ 
Challenge  Cup  for  the  second  year.  Colwyn  Bay  Grammar  was 
second.  Denbighshire  were  placed  first  in  the  North  Wales 
Tournament  at  Bangor  and  Abergele  Grammar  School  won 
the  North  Wales  Coast  Tournament  at  Llandudno.  The 
County  Match  against  Flintshire  resulted  in  a 2-1  win  for 
Flintshire. 

Tennis. 

Inter-School  Matches  are  arranged  by  the  Schools  them- 
selves, with  other  Schools  in  their  area.  It  has  not  yet  been 
possible  to  arrange  a County  Schoolgirls’  Tournament.  Pen- 
dorian  School,  Colwyn  Bay  Grammar,  Caledfryn  and 
Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant  continue  to  use  the  nearby  public 
courts  for  coaching  purposes. 

Folk  Dancing. 

Two  Folk  Dance  parties  were  held  during  the  year  at 
Caledfryn,  Denbigh  and  Wrexham.  The  proceeds  of  both 
these  events  were  donated  to  the  Netball  and  Hockey  Associa- 
tions. Most  Primary  and  Secondary  Schools  include  Folk 
Dancing  in  their  Physical  Education  Syllabus.  The  Llansannan 
and  Bylchau  Adult  Group  were  placed  equal  5th  with  the 
Scottish  Group  in  the  Llangollen  International  Eisteddfod 
and  were  invited  to  take  part  in  a Dutch  Festival  last  August. 

A number  of  teachers  attended  the  seventh  Annual 
Residential  Course  held  at  Pantyfedwen,  Borth,  Cards.,  and 
organised  by  the  Welsh  Folk  Dance  Society. 

The  organisers  continue  to  serve  on  various  Committees 
and  to  visit  Women’s  Institutes,  Parent-Teachers  Associa- 
tions, Youth  Gubs  and  other  voluntary  organisations. 

Finally,  the  organisers  wish  to  record  their  sincere 
appreciation  for  the  wholehearted  support  of  the  Education 
Committee,  the  Director  of  .Education,  his  Deputy,  and  the 
Office  Staff,  Head  Teachers  and  members  of  the  teaching 
staff. 

E.  DANIELS  JONES, 

R.  G.  HUGHES, 


Organisers  of  Physical  Education. 
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School  Health  Service  and  School 

Clinics 


Return  for  31st  December,  1957 


I. — Staff  of  School  Health  Service 

(excluding  Child  Guidance) 

Principal  School  Medical  Officer:  Dr.  M.  T.  Islwyn  Jones 
Principal  School  Dental  Officer:  Mr.  J.  G.  Roberts 
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(a)  Medical  Officers: 

(1)  Whole-time  School  Health  Service  — — 

(2)  Whole-time  School  Health  and 

Local  Health  Service  10  4.06 

(3)  General  Practitioners  working  part- 

time  in  the  School  Health  Service  — — 
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(b)  Dental  Officers  7 5 

(c)  Physiotherapists  Speech  Therapists,  etc.  1 1 

■(d)  (1)  School  Nurses  29  13.34 

(2)  No.  of  the  above  who  hold  a Health 

Visitor’s  Certificate  24  — 

(e)  Nursing  Assistants  — — 

(f)  Dental  Attendants  7 6.30 


II. — Number  of  School  Clinics  (i.e.,  premises  at  which  Clinics 
are  held  for  schoolchildren)  provided  by  the  Local  Educa- 
tion Authority  for  the  Medical  and/or  Dental  Examination 
and  Treatment  of  Pupils  attending  Maintained  Primary  and 

Secondary  Schools. 

Number  of  School  Clinics  8 


Location  of  School  Clinics  and  number  and  type  of  sessions  held  in  each : 
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III. — Type  of  Examination  and/or  Treatment  provided  at  the 
School  Clinics  returned  in  Section  II,  e;ther  directly  by  the 
Authority  or  under  arrangements  made  with  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  for  Examination  and/or  Treatment  to  be 
carried  out  at  the  Clinic. 


Examination  and/or  Treatment 


Number  of  School 
Clinics  (i.e.,  premi- 
ses) where  such 
treatment  is  pro- 
vided. 
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(1)  (2)  (3) 

(a)  Minor  ailment  and  other  non-specialist 

examination  or  treatment  8 — 

(b)  Dental  7 — 

(c)  Ophthalmic  5 — 

(d)  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  — 

(e)  Orthopaedic  — 3 

(f)  Paediatric  — — 

(g)  Speech  Therapy  5 — 

(h)  Others  — — 
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IV. — Child  Guidance  Clinics. 

A “ Child  Guidance  Service  ” is  provided  in  conjuntion 
with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  and  four  sessions  are  held 
weekly. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  staff: 


Staff  of  Centres 

pw  a 

3 

z £5  g 

(b)  Equivalent  in  number  of 
whole-time  Officers* 

«!  $ 
'-'U 

Wrexham 

Colwyn  Bay 

(a)  Psychiatrists 

2 

2/11 

4/11 

(b)  Educational 
Psychologists 

2 

2/11 

3/11 

(c)  Psychiatric 
Social  W’ker 

2 

4/11 

6/11 

(d)  Child  Psycho- 
Therapist 

1 

2/11 

2/11 

(e)  Others 

— 



• 

* 11/llths  are  given  to  represent  “full-time”  in 
the  National  Health  Service. 


Handicapped  Pupils  requiring  Education  at  Special  Schools  or  Boarding  in  Boarding  Homes. 
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Number  of  children  reported  during  the  year: 

(a)  Under  Section  57(3),  excluding  any  returned 

under  (c)  

(b)  Under  Section  57(3),  relying  on  Section  57(4) 

(c)  Under  Section  57  (5)  of  Education  Act,  1944 


Handicapped  Pupils  requiring  Education  at  Special  Schools  or  Boarding  in  Boarding  Homes. 

(continued) 
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